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“Fiesta Unplugged” Features Authentic “old Spanish days” Songs

A relatively newer event  for Fiesta offers audience members an opportunity to see how people celebrated 170 years ago in Santa Barbara...with authentic costume, acoustic instruments and folk melodies.  Flor Y Canto Californios, will be presented in the Sunken Garden early Friday evening August 5, from 7 to 8 pm.  This show features the dances and songs of the Californios in period costume and includes historic narration highlighting interesting customs and traditions of Santa Barbara in 1840. 

Acoustic instruments – such as would have been typical of the time period – will be utilized, including guitar, violin, mandolin, flute, and guitaron. Songs such as El Capotin, Las Blancas Flores and Adios Adios Amores which have been sung in Santa Barbara for nearly 200 years will be highlighted.

IN 1924, fiesta organizers selected the theme of “old Spanish Days” to perpetuate the Californio culture of the previous century prior to the arrival of the Americans.  They sought a community event which could showcase these beloved songs and dances which were unique to California.  Recently there has been interest in reviving this Californio repertoire and ensuring its place in the fiesta celebration.  Flor Y Canto Californios was created in 2004 to provide a singular opportunity to see these numbers in performance; currently this is the only venue in California where the original songs and dances can be seen.  

The Native Daughters of the Golden West, Reina del Mar Parlor, reconstituted  their dance troupe Las Fiesteras, which had performed many of the old dances through most of the 20th century fiestas.  They will be performing the elegant Contradanza and Sombrero Blanco.

The show is under the Musical direction of  Luis Moreno, Jim Garcia, and Vivian Rengel. A number of singers and instrumentalists  have come together to present and perform the songs  including Luis Moreno and Miranda Poett (a direct descendent of Jose De le Guerra), Michael Aberle, George Quirin, Clare Barrios-Knox, Kerri Gertz, Alice Green, Tammie Wrocklage, Lupe Trithara, Fili Lomeli, Aletha Solter, Maria Lopez, Coco Lopez and Rosa Hernandez.

THE CALIFORNIA CANTO BAILE CONNECTION

Some of the littlest dancers in Flor Y Canto are students from the new Californio Canto-Baile History-Arts Education Project.  Offered as an outreach to the schools by Old Spanish Days, the Californio Canto-Baile program explores the unique “rancho period” of early California in greater detail than the cursory coverage found in textbooks, which limits the focus to the hides-and tallow industry. 

Created by historian Erin Graffy, the special curriculum was developed for fourth grade students studying California history. The program was launched this spring in three schools, through grants from the Santa Barbara County Bowl Education Outreach, Target Foundation and Ralph’s (supermarket) Fund.  A key component is the incorporation of the songs and dances of the era as a means to reinforce an understanding of many elements of the era. Through a standards-based learning approach, the California Canto~Baile curriculum is built on an interdisciplinary learning process powered by arts integration. 

Under the tutelage of Program Director Thea Vandervoort, the youngsters will perform La Jota  (the favorite dance of Santa Barbara in the 1840s),  and the traditional La Varsouvianna.

The public is invited to bring a picnic supper and enjoy the twilight presentation at 7pm.

(For more information on the Californio Canto-Baile History-Arts program call Erin Graffy 687-6733.)
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